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Agenda

• Year in Review-Updates

• Attendance Data Analysis Update

• No Shots No School-OSSE Presentation

• Next Steps & Closing



Policy Committee Update

• The approval of changes to attendance regulations (OSSE & SBOE)

• Definition of present changed to “school day when the student is either full or 

partially present. Partially present is defined as a student being present for at least 

60% of the instructional day.”

• Clarifies the language for SST referrals from 5 unexcused absences to 5 full day 

unexcused absences.

• Adds language to clarify that SST teams must notify administrators when a student 

accumulates 10 full day unexcused absences during a school year



Program Committee Update

• New Chair- Ciatta Ramble-Savoy, OVSJG, SUSO Coordinator

• Continues to focus on the efficacy of SSTs with support from DME

• Review of data and planned focus groups 



DME Data Analysis Update

Carlo Castillo- DME Attendance Analyst



Proposed EDC! Analytical Plan

Population Segment 

Analysis

Who are the student 

populations and WHAT

explains the attendance 

patters?

Evaluate Success

Review Strategic Plans 

and Interventions: 

Identify successful 

interventions with 

consideration of 

pandemic implications

New Strategic Plan, 
FY24 Funding

Based on the analysis-
How do we improve 

upon current 
programming and 

identify new initiatives 
targeted to specified 

populations



Completed Analytic Work

Completed Population  Segment Analyses:

• 9th grade subgroup attendance patterns

• SY2017-18 PARCC score compared to SY2018-19 chronic absenteeism

• Middle school attendance patterns compared to 9th grade attendance (OSSE 

SY2018-19 Attendance Report)



9th Grade Subgroup Attendance Patterns

School Year 2018- 2019| Universe: Compulsory Age 9th Graders who missed between 5% and 95% of School 

Days

23%

28%

14%

36%

22%

31%

22%

28%

18%

33%

18%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

Average Absence Rate

Subgroup
Number of 

Students

Average 

Days 

Enrolled
Compulsory Age 

9th Graders
3627 172.8

At-Risk 2296 171.1

Not At-Risk 1331 175.7

CFSA 39 158.3

Not CFSA 3588 173

Homeless 176 169.7

Not Homeless 3451 173

TANF/SNAP 1700 172.5

Not TANF/SNAP 1927 173

Overage 1214 167.5

Not Overage 2413 175.5



Chronic Absenteeism & 5th Grade PARCC Performance 

(SY 2017-18)
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Chronic Absenteeism & 8th Grade PARCC Performance 

(SY 2017-18)
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Absenteeism Risk Tiers: First Time Ninth Graders 

Moderate  Chronic Absenteeism (SY 2018- 19)

Source: OSSE District of Columbia Attendance Report SY 2018-19



Absenteeism Risk Tiers: First-Time Ninth Graders

Severe Chronic Absenteeism (SY2018- 19)

Source: OSSE District of Columbia Attendance Report SY 2018-19



Absenteeism Risk Tiers: First-Time Ninth Graders 

Profound Chronic Absenteeism (SY2018- 19)

Source: OSSE District of Columbia Attendance Report SY 2018-19



Future Analytic Work

Forthcoming Work:

• Analysis of students designated as at-risk

• Analysis of schools with high chronic absenteeism rates

• Analysis of the school calendar year

• Focus groups with high school students

• Focus groups with parents

• Focus groups with attendance counselors/other school-based staff



Impact on EDC!, Strategic Plan and Initiatives

This Analytic plan will:

• Ensure more targeted interventions to identified students/populations 

• Inform proposed initiatives for FY24

• Guide the development of the Attendance Framework and a citywide Strategic Plan



No Shots, No School:

Immunization Attendance 
Policy



• Many students are behind on their routine pediatric immunizations and well-child 
visits

• We need to encourage families to schedule their well-child visits now to catch up 
on immunizations and complete health forms before the back-to-school rush

• We need to continue to promote the COVID-19 vaccine for all eligible populations

• Our goal is for all students to be up to date on their immunizations before the first 
day of school so that no student misses a single day of school due to missing 
immunizations.

Background on Health Forms and Immunizations

17



• Each student attending pre-K through grade 12 in a public, public charter, private, 
or independent school shall annually furnish a completed Universal Health 
Certificate and Oral Health Assessment.

• The Universal Health Certificate and Oral Health Assessment demonstrate that 
students are regularly receiving the health services they need to stay healthy and 
in school. 

• The Universal Health Certificate and Oral Health Assessment may be used by the 
school to identify health conditions and remove barriers to health and education. 

• School nurses and health technicians use this information to adequately support 
students while in school and coordinate further care. 

• Other health forms for specific health conditions: Asthma Action Plan, Anaphylaxis 
Action Plan, Medication and Treatment Authorization Form

• DC Health, OSSE and DHCF use aggregate health form data to identify gaps in 
health services and connect students to care. 

Health Forms: Why are They Important?

18



19



Immunization Information on Page 2

20





• Immunization of School Students Act of 1979

– Established standards for immunizing District students against preventable childhood diseases. 

– Schools are not permitted to allow a student to attend more than 20 school days while the 

school does not have certification of immunization or a medical or religious exemption.

• DC Municipal Regulations

– Mandate that OSSE, in coordination with DCPS, District of Columbia public charter schools and 

the Department of Health (DC Health), enforce immunization responsibilities for public school 

admission. 

Immunizations: Legal Background

22

https://code.dccouncil.us/dc/council/code/titles/38/chapters/5/
https://dcregs.dc.gov/common/dcmr/rulelist.aspx?ChapterNum=5-e53&chapterid=258


• NEW: Coronavirus Immunization of School Students and Early Childhood Workers 

Amendment Act of 2021

– Mandate that students who are of an age for which the COVID-19 vaccination is fully FDA 

approved to receive the COVID-19 vaccination (currently ages 12 and older) beginning with the 

2022-23 school year.

– When a student becomes eligible either by action of the FDA or the occurrence of the 

student’s birthday, they will have 70 days to come into compliance.

• Previously: Mayor’s Order 2021-109 - COVID-19 Vaccination Requirement for 

Adults Regularly in Schools or Child Care Facilities and for Student-Athletes

– This previously mandated adults regularly in schools or child care facilities and student 

athletes ages 12 and older to receive a full course of vaccination against COVID-19 during the 

2021-22 school year.

Immunizations: Legal Background Continued

23

https://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B24-0423
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/page/mayors-order-2021-109-covid-19-vaccination-requirement-adults-regularly-schools-or-child-care


• Families should secure the necessary well-
child visits and vaccines now to avoid the 
rush at the start-of-school season.

• New: COVID-19 Vaccine
• Required beginning with school year 2022-23 for 

those ages fully approved by the FDA (currently 
ages 12 and older for the primary 2-dose vaccine 
series)

• Strongly recommended for all other eligible 
students (currently ages 6 months and older)

• Students who are up-to-date with their COVID-19 
vaccination are not recommended by CDC to 
quarantine after close contact with a COVID-19 
positive individual unless the student begins to 
present symptoms of COVID-19.  

Immunizations Required for Students

https://osse.dc.gov/release/osse-encourages-families-receive-required-immunizations


Approach for Schools

25

Step 1:

Establish School-Level 
Responsibilities and a 
School Health Team

• Designate an Immunization 
Point of Contact

• Assemble a School Health 
Team

Step 2: Disseminate 
Immunization 
Information to Families 
and Establish 
Communications 
Protocols

• Regularly Disseminate 
Information to All Families

• Establish Communication 
Record-Keeping Protocols

Step 3:

Conduct Frequent 
Reviews of School-
level Immunization 
Compliance

Step 4:

Actions Taken for Non-
Compliant Students 
Prior to Removal from 
School

• Double-Check Records to 
Ensure Certification Does Not 
Exist

• Send Initial and Subsequent 
Notifications to the 
Parent/Guardian or Adult 
Student

• Connect to Opportunities for 
Securing the Missing 
Immunizations

• Send Final Notification to the 
Parent/Guardian or Adult 
Student Prior to Day 20

Step 5:

Actions Taken for Non-
Compliant Students 
after the 20-School Day 
Period Has Passed

• Remove Non-Compliant 
Student from School and 
Activities

• Use Appropriate Attendance 
Codes for the Missed School 
Days (Unexcused Absence –
Immunization)

Step 6:
Actions Taken When a 
Student is Allowed to 
Return to School after 
Previously Being 
Removed from School 
and Activities

• Confirm Receipt of 
Immunization Certification

• Reclassify Immunization 
Attendance Code for Previously 
Removed Student (Excused 
Absence – Immunization)

The Immunization Attendance Policy outlines six steps for schools to take for enforcement:

For full details, please refer to the Immunization Attendance Policy and materials available on the OSSE website

https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/Immunization%20Attendance%20Policy%20SY22-23.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/Immunization%20Attendance%20Policy%20SY22-23.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/page/district-columbia-immunization-attendance-policy
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Immunization Attendance Policy and Materials to Support Schools

Schools should review the OSSE immunization page and the pre-recorded immunization training

https://osse.dc.gov/page/district-columbia-immunization-policy-person-attendance


Example OSSE Resources for Schools to Share with Families

27

• Fliers to distribute with enrollment activities and at school-based events

• Template notification letters and list of immunization locations to send home to 
families 

• Frequently asked questions 

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) immunization education materials 



Additional Summer Communications with Families

• City-wide public communications campaign 

• Brochures in backpacks

• Personalized calls and robo-calls directly to families

• Letters, postcards, and health forms mailed directly to homes



Expanding Access to Immunizations

29

• A family’s primary care provider is the best place for a student to receive their annual well-
child check and immunizations because continuity of care can be established and maintained; 
however, appointments can fill up quickly and be difficult to schedule around the start of 
school. 

• Expanded access to immunizations over the summer and fall:

– School-Based Health Centers 
• Open to all students age 3 and older regardless of where a student is enrolled (registration link)

– School-Based Mobile Health Units
• Local health providers hosting mobile vans and RVs at schools and community sites (registration link; also available in 

Spanish - Español)

– Vaccination Block Parties
• Children’s National is hosting school-based clinics every Saturday in August and September (registration link)

– Vaccine Exchange Program 
• Schools can request to host vaccine clinics (request link)

https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/page_content/attachments/SBHC_Age%205%20years%20and%20older%20to%20get%20vaccine_flyer_r3.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SBHCVaccines
https://dchealth.dc.gov/page/immunizations
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8Unkj5SLt0-ZBm-Tnagtcyf2QxbxhxVNmypVkjptSA9UQ0gwTVozN0MyUTNUSURFVzNIRllKOElWTy4u
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8Unkj5SLt0-ZBm-Tnagtcyf2QxbxhxVNmypVkjptSA9UM0lCS0xYQkUyNzU5QURaWjlMTlBCRlU0VC4u
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/DoseChella.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=O_caAvh7FECqSbzwXI4psYsWdZKE2wpFgTtcLXaUELpUNTJEUTdZVks5UUFVMjVIMFI4NEhMU1U2SS4u
https://request.vaccineexchange.dc.gov/
https://request.vaccineexchange.dc.gov/


Expanding Access to Immunizations Continued

30

• Expanded access to immunizations over the summer and fall:

– Utilizing Existing Community-Based Resources
• COVID Centers in all eight wards (link)

• Partnering with trusted community-based groups to host clinics 

– Working with Area Health Providers
• Immunization-Only Appointments (list of providers)

• Health providers reaching out to families behind on immunizations

• Medicaid Managed Care Organizations (MCOs) reaching families and scheduling clinics

– Additional Personnel within Schools to Support this Work
• Patient Care Technicians (PCTs). Registered Nurses (RNs), 40 new health aids, 

• School nurses (Children’s School Services or other health personnel hired directly by schools)

https://coronavirus.dc.gov/covidcenters
https://dchealth.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/doh/service_content/attachments/2022%20District%20Pediatric%20Locations.pdf




• Exclusion from school after 20 school days is a last resort

• Remind families that students must be up to date with immunizations before the 
start of school year 2022-23
– New: COVID-19 vaccine required for ages 12 and older

• Check immunization compliance among children and adolescents

• Support connecting families to health providers for well-child visits or immunization-
only appointments

• Support connecting families to school-based vaccination opportunities

• Remind families to complete all necessary health forms and to turn them into the 
school by the first day
– Universal Health Certificate

– Oral Health Assessment

– Other proof of immunization (as needed)

• Sample media package for sharing information on vaccines (link)

Immediate Next Steps for the Summer

https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/Media%20Kit%20for%20Schools%20and%20Organizations.pdf


• OSSE: Immunization Attendance Policy and Resources (link)

• OSSE: Health Forms Required for School Attendance (link)

• DC Health: Immunization Program (link)

More Information

https://osse.dc.gov/page/district-columbia-immunization-attendance-policy
https://osse.dc.gov/node/1598611
https://dchealth.dc.gov/page/immunizations


Questions & Discussion



Next Steps & Closing

• Next meeting will occur on November 22, 

2022 (could be cancelled due to Attendance 

Roundtable) 

• Council Hearings:

-10/6-No Shots No School

-11/30-Attendance Roundtable


